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ME XO I R 8, Se. 
HERE is _ we are 3 
value ourſelves upon, than an il- 


ſo much Pride in, as to recount 
th- noble Deeds of our Anceſtors ; and yet 
there is nothing ſo abſurd, as to attribute any 
Merit to ourſelves, from the Virtues of our 
Progenitors ; unleſs we have ſomething of our 
own, ſome conſpicuous Worth, that declares 
us as much allied to their Virtues as to their 
Blood: Without this intrinſic Merit, we ap- 


pear like baſe Metal with the Royal Stamp 
upon it; we are the 'meer Shadow of what 


they were; and thoſe Titles and Honours 
which deſcend to us from a long Lineage of 
great Anceſtors, inſtead of creating us Eſteem, 
ſerve only to make us more conſpicuouſſy con- 


temptible. | 
This was the Opinion of a Grecian Hero, 


and has been the concurring Sentiments of 


all wiſe Men, in all Ages of the World: The 


Mob, ;the meer Vulgar, may be caught with, 
outſide Shew ; their ſhallow Underſtandings 


may be pleaſed with the Pomp of Titles and 
Graudeur, however counterfeit: They may, 


be deceived; but the Wiſe, the Judicious, and 


thinking Part of Mankind, examine the in-, 


- trinſic 


r toe 


luſtrious Deſcent; nothing we take 


% 
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. Worth of the Metal before WS ad- 
mit iis Cucrency : They ſoon diſcover the Al- 


+ loy, though gilded with a thouſand Titles, 


and hid under a Roll of W as old as 


e 
Tie noble Lords, now the Subject of the 


following Sheets, may boaſt a Train of An- 
ceſtors, as long and as noble as moſt Families 


in Europe: Till now they can ſay their Blood 


ran untainted in an jlluſtrious Channel, and 


we may find, amongſt their Forefathers, Men 


as eminent for their Loyalty, and conſpicuous 
for their Virtue, as any our Annals boaſt of: 


But what Wadieth that to them? In one fatal 


Day they have contaminated their richeſt Blood, 
and now have no Intereft in their great Pro- 
genitors, but to be diſtiuguiſhed by the dead 
Letters of their Name, 
It would be ungenerous to add: RefleQions 
to their Viistortunes ; and, however they may 
have deſetved of public Juſtice, to which 
they are now ſubjected, yet Humanity and 


Good nature teach us to treat their Charac- 


ters with Tenderneſs, and to alleviate, rather 
than exaggerate their Crimes, 

In this Diſpoſition of Mind, I 7 OR at- 
tempted to write theſe Memoirs: My Inten- 
tions are free from any- Deſign to aſperſe the 


noble Lords, or heighten the Crimes with 


which they ſtand charged, by any malicious 
Repreſentations. or ill-natured Colourings : On 


the Contrary, Fe ”Y religiouſly to Facts, 


and 


E 
and ſhall omit no Circumſtance that can create 
a more favourable Opinion of them in the I 
Minds of the Public. 

Though the illuſtrious Deeds of their: Au- 
ceſtors may ſtrike them with ſecret Compunc- 
tion, and can afford them no Cauſe of Exulta- 
tion, as they have deviated ſo far from thoſe Steps 
Which raiſed cheir Families to ther Eclat; yet 

the public Services of their Forefathers may 


operate ſo far in their Favour, as to recom- 


mend them, at leaſt to the Compaſſion, if not 
to the Mercy of the Public; | {© e499 
I ſhall therefore proceed, as free a the 
Fear, as I am from the Intention of offending 
any Party or Set of Men, by the following 
Sheets : The noble Lords are now, unbap- 
pily for them, the Subject of alm ſt all Con- 
ver la tions; and therefore” I thaught it might 
not be an unacceptable Offer to the Public, 
to preſent them with what little Knowledge 
I had of thoſe unfortunate Noblemen. I ſhall - 
begin with William, Earl of Kilmarnecky as * 
has the ſenior Title of Earl. 


FFF 


The LIFE and Famity of WILLIAM 
BOYDE, Earl of KILMARNOCK 
and Lord BOYDE. 


HE Earl of Kilmarnock 1 his 
Title of Earl from a Royal Borough 


ot that Name, in the Shire of Cunningham : 
: ; A 3 eos | The 


The firſt bebe Man of his Family, and 
the firſt who aſſumed the Sirname of Boyde, 
is ſaid, by Scorch Genealogiſts, to be. Robert, 
the Son of Simon, third Son of Allan, Lord 
High. Chancellor of Scotland, in the Year 
1111; ſo in Right of this Robert, from whom 


the Earl of Kilmarnoct is lineally deſcended, 


this Branch of the Name of Boyde claims to 
be Chief, and acted in that 9 when 
Chieftainſhip was in Repute in that Part of the 
Country; but for more than a Century and a 
half, Chiefs in that Part of Scotland, neither 
have nor claim any other Advanta ge, but that 
of Precedency, _ 

Hiſtorians have left a Blank in the Ge- 
nealogy of the Family, from the laſt men- 
tioned Robert Boyde, in the Year 1111, to 
a Deſcendant of his, called Sir Robert Boyde ; 
who, in the Year 1263, gave ſignal Proofs of 
his Valour and military Skill, in that famous 
Battle of the Larges, tought by the Scots 
againſt the Norvegians, who attempted to 

make a Deſcent upon that Part of the Coun- 
try; for which (for it ſeems in thoſe Days 

Merit was rewarded) he obtained a Grant 
from the Crown, of ſeveral Lands in the 
Shire of Cunningham : He was ſucceeded by 
another Sir Robert, who, like his Predeceſſor, 
_ exerciſed his Valour in Defence of his King | 
and Country; and like bim, happening to live 
in an Age when Virtue was the only Way io 
Preferment, he received as a Reward of bis 


Services, 


— 


Cpl 


Services, the Lands of Kilmarnoc, from Na- | 
bert the Firſt, then King of Scorland; which 


Lands have comtinged ever fince in the Fa- 


mily, and now give the Title of Earl to the 


preſent Lord. 


He was ſucceeded by hls Son, Sir ene! 
a Man eminent for Learning and Piety ; he 
diſcharged ſeveral Employments of great 
Truſt and Honour, to the Satisfaction both of 


the King and the Subject. He lived to a good 


Age, and was ſucceeded in his Eſtate and 
Honour by his Son Sir Thomas, who in- 
herited his Father's Virtues as well as his 
Wealth: He lived in the Eſteem of his King 


and Country, having married one of the 
Daughters and Coheirs of Sir Jobn G Herd, 
of Yefter, in the Shire of Tuerdale. 

He was ſucceeded by Thomas his Son, who 
held Places of. great Truſt -under the Crown, 
and was eſteemed a Man of Weight in his 
Country, and received by the Engliſh as 
one of the Hoſtages, for the Ranſom cf King 
James the Firſt: He married Fane, a Daugh- 


ter of the Family of Montgomery; by ber he 


had a Son of his own Name, who ſucceeded 
him. 


This Thomas, Hiſtorians make no other 


Mention of, except that he was Father of Ro- 
bert; a Man remarkable for his Abilities, both 
as a Soldier and a Stateſman: He made large 
Additions to his paternal Inheritance, and grew 
o much into the Eſteem and Confidence of 
, Sa his 
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his Sovereign, that be was created a Baron, 
and called to Parhament by the Name and 
Title of Lord Boyde of Kilmarnock: He had 
. a, younger Brother, no leſs eminent for Valour 
than himſelf; who received the Honour of 
eo. and was ſtiled Sir Alexander Boyde 
of Duncom; of which Branch we ſhall ha ve 
Occaſion to ſpeał preſentiy, as they ſucceeded 
to the Eſtate and Honours of Kilmarnocl. 
- Robert, the fitſt Lord Boyde, wis fucceetled: 
y his Son Robert:; who inherited from his 
ather, all thoſe. eminent Qualities which give 
Luſtre to high Birth: He was a Nobleman of 
a. quick Wit, and penetrating found Jadgment ; 
be knew Men and Things as well as any Man 
of his Time, was courteous and affable in this 
Behaviour, by which Means he acquired the; 
Eſteem and Confidence of all Ranks of Pco- 
ple, and in a ſhort Time gained ſuch a Share 
of Reputation and Popularity, that on tbe 
2 5th of October 1466, he was, by Letters 
Patent, created Regent of Scotland, during the 
Minority of King James the Third: He mar- 
ried Marion, Daughter of Sir Robert Maxwell 
of Calderwood, by whom he had Iſſue ; 
' Thomas Lord Boyde, who in his Father's 
Lifetime, and by his Father's Intereſt as Re- 
gent, married the Lady Mary Stewart, eldeſt 
Sifter to King James the Third: This Match 
and near Alliance to the Crown, added to bis 
own diſtinguiſhed Merit, raiſed him to a 
nearer Place in the Affection, as well as Confi- 
os. | | dence, 


* 


191 


dene of his Sovereign, by whom he wae 


created Earl of Arran, in a little Time after 
was ſent: Ambaſſador to Denmark, to treat of 


1 Matriage between the young King, his Bro- 
ther-in-law; and Margiretfa Dogg of that 


Crown,: - 

He ſucceeded in his Embaſly, 'eſpobiſed the 
Be Princeſs in the Name af his Maſter, 
received her on board the Ships appointed 
for her Convoy, and brought her ſafe to the 
Firth of Leith, where the Qũeen landed; but 
her Conductor, the Earl of Arran, found it 
. was not ſafe for him to ſet Foot on his native 
Shore; for though he brought Joy and a 
Queen to his Sovereign, yet the hidden Prac- 
tices of his Enemies had fo far prevailed on 
that Prince in his Abſence, as to ſacrifice to 


their Reſentment, not only. the Earl, but all 
his Family, notwithſtanding their own and 


their Anceſtors great Services to the Crown, 
and in ſpite of the Ties of Blood which united 
them ſo cloſely. 


Thc Earl of Arran was no 3 ft out 


for Denmark, than thoſe Enemies, which 
Envy alone hd raiſed him, ſet about contri- 


ving his Ruin: They repreſented to the young 
King, that the old Lord Boyde had abuſed his 


Power during his Majeſty's Minority; they 


objected his matching bis Son, now Earl of 


Arran, with the Royal Family, as an Indig- 
nity to the Crown; and the Prelude to the Ex- 


ecution of a Plot they had contrived, of uſurp- 
-Ing 
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ing the Sovereignty: The Prince, who had 


none of the moſt penetrating. Heads, was ſoon 
alarmed, and his Fears were as ſoon. wrought 


upon, he quickly becoming the Tool of the 
loweſt) Revenge: At their Requeſt he ſum- 
moned a Parliament, before whom the old 


Thomas Lord Boyae, the Earl of Arran, his 
Son, (though abſent. Republica Cauſa) and 


his Brother, Sir Alexander Boyde of Duncow,. 


was ſummoned to appear, and give an Account 
of their Adminiſtration: The good old Lord 
finding it impoſſible to ſtem the Torrent, and 


having no Confidence in the Parliament, 


which he knew his Enemies had found Ways 
and Means to model for their miſchievous 
Purpoſes, (it would ſeem that packed Par- 
liaments is no new Thing) took an Opportu- 
nity to make his Eſcape into England, where 


he died in Peace. 


His Brother, Sir Alexander, had the Cork 
rage to ſtand a Trial; but his Innocence was 
not ſufficient to ſave him from the Malice of 
his Enemies; he was attainted, found guilty 
of High Treaſon, and executed, 


Things were in this Situation when the 


Earl of Arran arrived with the eſpouſed Queen 
in the Firth of Forth: Before he landed, he 
had ſome Friend who gave him Intelli- 
gence of the State of his Family, and the 
Danger of his Perſon: He therefore did not 
think it proper, to attend the Ceremonial of 
the 9 $ n or to trouble his weak 

b ie 
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mbaſſy; but, taking the Opportunity of one 
of hk Daniſh Ships which 

Queen, and were under his Command, he 
embarked his Wife, and retired to Denmark; 


he travelled into France, and going to pay a 


the Year 1470, he died at Antwerp, and was 


mory, with an Inſcription ſuitable to the great 
Character he had juſtly merited from all Lo- 
vers of Worth and Virtue, _ 

By his Lady, the Lady Mary Stewart, be 
left a Son, named James, who died without 
Iflue ; and a Daughter, who was firſt married 
to Alexander Forbes, Anceſtor of the Lord 
Forbes, and afterwards to David Kennedy, 

| Eatlof Caffils ; by both which Marriages the 
had Iflue, the Lady Mary, Widow of the Earl 
of Ar ram: in the Year 1474, married James 
Lord Hamilton, and in her Right, and as de- 
ſcended from ber, that noble Family of Ha- 


Scotland, after the Extinction of the Houſe of 
Stewart, © 
The Earl of Arra:?s Son James, Sing 


| e don of Sir Alexander Boyde of 
Dun- 


nd ungrateful Maſter with the Succeſs of - bis 


convoyed the 


where he met a noble Reception, ſuitable to 
his high Birth and real Merit: From thence: 


Viſit to Charles, then Duke of Burgundy, in 


honourably interred at the Expence of the 
Duke of Burgundy, who ordered likewiſe a 
ſuperb Monument to be erected to his Me- 


milton was next in the Intail of the Crown of 


ue Iſſue, the Line was carried on by Sir 
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— who by King James 1 V. was lde 


ed to the Lands of Kilmarmech, and the reſt of 
the Eſtate of his Family, 

Though he had not fo much Power as len 
of his Predeceſſors, nor ſo large an Eftate, yet 
he by no means fel ſhort, or was any want- 
ing in thoſe Qualifications, which had render- 


ed bis Family illuſtrious: The Misfortune 
which had fo lately involved them in Ruin, 
made him cautious in meddling with State Af 


fairs: He was ſatisfied with his private Eſtate ; 
and free from Public Envy, or the racking 


Torments of Ambition, he lived a Life of 


Retirement, honoured and reſpected by all 
who knew him. He married a Daughter of 
the Family of Colvil, by whom he had Iſſue 
three Sons, 

Robert the Eldeſt ſucceeded, and proved but 
anaRive ; he lived upon his Eſtate in the 
Country, ſeldom or never coming to Court: 


Whether the Cataſtrophe of his Family was 
ſtill in his Mind, and deterred him trom dab- 
bling in Politics, or the natural Indolence of 


his Temper gave him Aver ſion to Bufineſs, i 
uncertain: He was allowed to have Capacity 
enough to diſcharge the higheſt Employments ; 


and if he did not poſſeſs the Hereditary Qualities | 
of his Houſe in that eminent Degree which 


ſome of his Predeceſſors had done, he betrayed 

no Vice to ſully the Lnftre of bis Deſcent; he 
married Helen, Daughter to Sir John Sommer- 
* of Conethan, by whom he had Ifſve 
1 | Rober F 


. 
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1 
. Robert his eldeſt Son and Heir, a Noble-- 
man who had a Genius as remarkable for 


172 Activity, as bis Father's was for Indolence: 


The Troubles of the Times, during the unhap- 
et ps Reign of that unfortunate Princeſs Queen 
Mary, gave him a ſufficient Opportunity to 
exerciſe his great Talents: Though he con- 
* demned the imprudent Meaſures, which in- 
„ oblved the Queen in the Diſaſters of her Reign, 
yet he preſeived his Loyalty to that unhappy 
Princeſs, during the worſt of Times; and in 
lber greateſt Exigency expreſſed his Abhor- 
g rence of the violent Meaſures purſued by the 
Subjects againſt her : And though he wanted 

the Power, yet he ſhewed an Inclination to 
g ſupport the Righ's of his Sovereign againſt the 
wild Encroachments of the giddy People; 
fince he riſqued his Life in her Defence, as 
often as he had an Opportunity ; and never 
deſerted her Cauſe, till by her imprudent 
Flight into England, ſhe put it out of the 
Power of her loyal and well affected Subjects 
Ito do her any Service, It was then, and not 
till then, that he made a Virtue of Necellity, 
land complied with the Times, and Humour 
of the People, who ſat her Infant Son upon 

the Throne, without any regard to the Mo- 
ther's Title: He married Margaret, Daugh- 

ter and ſole Heireſs of George Colghuone of 
Glins; which made a confiderable Addition 

to his Paterffal Inheritance: By her he had 


Iſſue ſeveral Daughters, one of whom mar- 
ried 


| fition: He had no Talent for State Affairs, 


Tool for a venal Court: And as he had no 
Court Talents that could be of any uſe to King 


Lb 5 x mY 
= 5 Mor ntgomery, Earl of Exlington 
he had likewiſe a Son named Thomas, wh 
ſucceeded him. 
Thomas, was juſt of Age when he came ti 
the Eſtate, and applied himſelf entirely to the 


Improvement of his private Fortune; he loved 


Money more than Renown and Glory, and fa 
crificed every Thing to his covetous Diſpc 


otherwiſe he might have proved a fit enough 


James in Scotland, ſo he had no Share of the 
Engliſb Money, which that Monarch ſquan- 
dered away profuſely upon thoſe of his Scotch 
Subjects, who attributed more Wiſdom to him 
than Solomon poſlefled ; and for the fake of 
Penſions, beſtowed more Prerogative upon 
him, than any of his more deſerving Prede- 
ceſlors ever enjoyed, and for which ſome of 
them would have taken the Forfeit of thoſe 
Courtiers Heads, who would have preſumed 
to mention the Deſign of ſuch an Encroach- 


; ment upon the Liberty of the People. Tho- 


mas lived little reſpected for any good Qua- 
lity, and died leſs lamented than any of his 
Forefathers : He married Marion, Daughter of 
Matthew Campbell of Loudon, Anceſtor to the 
Earl of that Name; by whom he had Iſſue, 
a Son named Robert, and a Daughter who 
married. James Hamilton, Earl of Abercorn; 
his Son Robert married Fane, Daughter to 

Mark 


4 PET; - 


Mark Ker Earl of Lot bian; he died | 3 


his Father, leaving Iſſue two Sons, one named 

Robert, who ſucceeded his Grandfather, and 
amès bo likewiſe came to the Eſtate. 
This Robert, though he enjoyed his Grand- 


_ father's Eſtate, inherited none of his Vices ; 
and was entirely free from that ſordid cove- 


tous Diſpoſition, which betrayed itſelf in all 


his Predeceſſors Actions: He was generous 


without Profuſion; charitable without Oſtenta- 


tion; a zealous F riend, and no inveterate Ene- 
my: He was a hearty Friend to, and Sup- 


porter of the Reformed Doctrine of the 


Church of Scotland; in ſhort, a Man of ex- 


tenfive Charity and univerſal Benevolence: He 


never affected any Character but that of a 
| private, Gentleman; and preferred the Appro- 
bation and Confidence of a few faithful Friends 


and Neighbours, to the Noiſe and Buſtle of a 
Court: And though he did not die with ſo 
much Public Eclat, as ſome of his Predeceſ- 


ſors, yet he left the World as much regretted- 
by * honeſt Part of Mankind, who were 
Witneſſes of his Virtue, as any Man of his 
Race. He married Cbri ian, Daughter to 


Thomas Hamilton, Earl of Haddingtoun; and 
died in the Year 1628, leaving Iſſue Robert 


| His Son and Heir, and Gat Daughters. | 


The Records of the Family make no o- 


= ther mention of this Rodert who ſucceeded, 
5 but that he died without Ifſue, and that bis 


Eſtate 
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Eſtate and Honours devolved upon 1 50 his 
Uncle by the Father's” Side, Hi orians, as 
well as the Records; are as filent as to the Deeds 
or Character of James as they are of Robert; 


they marry him to a Daughter of Fobn Clark 


of the City of York, Elq; by whom he had 
Iſſue William his Son and” Heir. This i 1s, the 
fi. ſt Time they have matched beneath their 
Quality ; ; and ſome account for it in this Man- 
ner: They ſay, James married this Lady when 


he had no Proſpect of the Eſtate, and fo, as a 
younger Brother, had more Occaſion for Money 


than high Blood: Of the former, this Lady 
had it eme great Plenty; but the real Occu- 
pation of her Family, the Annaliſt choſe to 
conceal under that general Appellation of 
Eſquire: But whatever might be the Lady's 
Qualicy, ſhe brought with her a large Stock of 
Ready-Money, which the Eſtate at this Pe- 


riod of Time wanted, and poſſeſſed as large a 


Share of Virtue and Prudence, as any Lady 


that ever married into the Family. 


William ſucceeded to the Eſtate, and gave 


early Proofs of his Abilities, and that he inhe- 
| Lied all the ſhining Qualities of his Progenitors. 
He was eſteemed a Man of Wit and Learn- 


ing, which recommended his more folid Parts 
in the gay Court of King Charles II. He was 
remarkably active in the Intereſt of that Mo- 


nach, when the Proſpect of his Reſtoration 
Was ſer on Foot-; for which, and ſome Seryices 
he did the Crown after the Reſtoration, he was 


created 


15 0 _ 

created by King Charles II. Earl of Kilmar- 
noc. The Family having remained in a pri- 
vate Station from the Time of the famous Earl 
of Arran in James the 3d's Time, till this Pe- 


” riod, when they again appeared in Parliament 


with their ancient Luſtre, He married Janet, 
Daughter to William Cunningham, Earl of 
 Glencairn : He died in the Year. one thou- 
ſand fix hundred and ninety-two, leaving Iſſue 
four Sons and two Daughters. 
William the eldeſt Son ſucceeded ; a Youth 

remarkably beautitul in his Perſon, anda par- 
| ticular Sweetneſs in his Temper, joined to a 
ready Wit, and a Solidity of Judgment beyond 
his Years, gave Hopes that he would prove 
an Ornament to his high Birth and Station; but 
he ſurvived his Father but a few Months. He 
had married in his Father's Life-time, Lettice, 

Daughter of William Boyde, a conſiderable 
Merchant of the City of Dublin, and a Rela- 
tion of his own; by whom he left Iſſue, Wk 
liam, the third Earl of Kilmarnock, and Tho- 
mas Boyde, a Gentleman eminent in the Pro- 
feſſion of the Civil and Municipal Law of Scot= _ 
land, who, for his diſtinguiſhed Merit, was 

Yromoted to. the Honour of Lord Advocate, 


Milliam, the third Earl of Kilmas noch, was 


no leſs diſtinguiſhed for his Abilities, than the 


| reſt of his Predeceſſors: He was remarkably 
zealous in the Parliament of Scotland, for 
that famous AR called, The Ads of Security ; 
he Was ſomewhat wavering in his Conduct 
; with 


— 
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with relation to the Union; and affected, 
the beginning of that Affair, to join the - Soy 
drone Volante; I mean that Party, headed by 
the Marquis of Tweedale, who were diſtin- 
guiſhed by that Name, on account of their 
pretending to join neither of the Parties, but 


to caſt the Ballance between them : But the 25 


Earl, finding the Weakneſs, as well as the ſel- 
fiſh Views of that Party, left them, and join- 
ed the Mhigs, and thoſe who promoted the 


Union; though, like many others who voted. . | 


for it, he could have wiſhed it had been con- 

ducted with more Circumſpection; that the 
Means to bring it about had been leſs wor- 
thy of Cenſure; and that the whole had put 
on a more popular Aſpect. He died on the 

Twenty-ſecond of November, One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Seventeen; leaving Iſſue 
by Euphene his Wife, Daughter to William 
Lord Roſs, the preſent William, the F 'ourth 
Earl of Kilmarnock. 


William the fourth Earl, the principal Sub- 


jet of theſe Sheets, was but very young 
when his Father died ; but diſcovered an early 
Genius not bnworthy | the Dignity of his Birth: 

But his Father's Death leaving him too ſoon 
at Liberty to be his own Maſter, and the Indul- 


gence —4 is generally given to young Noble- 


men, added to the natural Sprightlineſs of his 


Temper, ſoon gave him an Averſion to a rigo- 
rous Study of Letters, though he had made 
ſoꝛme Progreſs in | Claſlical Learning, and had 

— 


19 
acquired ſome tolerable Notion of Phe 
and Mathematicks; but there was too much 


of the volatile in his Diſpoſition, to continue 


long at Exerciſes that required Application: 
He was more happy in acquiring thoſe which 
are called genteel Accompliſhments ; ſuch as 
Riding, Fencing, Dancing, and ſome Mulic ; 
in all which he excelled, and is juſtly eſteemed 
by Men of Taſte, a polite Gentleman. 
When he came to the Eſtate, it was pretty 


much incumbered, and great Part of the old 


Patrimony alienated : The Earl's Diſpoſition 
Was by no Means cut out for improving it by 
Parſimony; on the contrary, as his Income 
was infinitely ſhort of what the Generoſity, 
or rather the Profuſeneſs of his Diſpoſition, 
would prompt him to ſpend, he found his 
Affairs daily growing worſe, and therefore 
thought of bettering his Circumſtances, by an 
advantageous Maich : To this Purpoſe, be 
fixed his Eyes upon Lady Ann Livingſton, 


Daughter of Fames, Earl of Linlkthgow and 


Callander, a young Lady of conſiderable For- 
tune, a great Beauty, and every way accom- 
: pliſhed to make the greateſt Prince happy: 
The Earl made his Addreſſes to the Lady, 


but her Friends, who knew the low Ebb of 


the Earl's Fortune, refuſed their Conſent ; how- 
ever, his Lordſhip's agreeable Perſon and genteel 

Addreſs, raiſed a Friend for him in the gene- 
rous Lady s Boſom, who is naturally an Ene- 
my to Settlements, and other paternal Cau- 
B 2 tions: 
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tions : In ſhort, the young Lady married him 


without her Mother's Conſent, who was obli- 
ged to ſubmit, when there was no Remedy. 
His Lordſhip, it is ſaid, proved but ungrateful 
for the Lady's Generoſity, and public Fame 
ſtrangely belie him, if ſhe had not much Cauſe to 
complain of his Conduct; but as her Ladyſhip 
has both a large Share of Spirit, Wit, and good 


Senſe, they have lived, if not happily, at leaſt 


civilly together. 
His Lordſhip's Expences, added to the Charge 


of a Family, reduced the Eſtate ſo low, that it 


was not now ſufficient to ſupport them with any 
tolerable Decency ; inſomuch that he was 

obliged to apply to the Miniſtry for a Penſion, 
which he obtained in Conſideration of a 
and has ever ſince enjoyed it: This, by moſt 
People, is looked upon as an Aggravation of 
the Earl's Treaſon ; but I conſider it in a diffe- 
rent Light : A Penſion granted by the Sovereign 
to a Peer reduced to Circumſtances unequal to 
his Dignity, is no doubt an additional Tye upon 
his Loyalty, and muſt heighten any Act of In- 
gratitude of his, in a high Degree; but a Pen- 
ſion granted by a Miniſter to ſerve ſome Party 
Purpoſe, and perhaps to betray the eſſential Pri- 
vilege of Peerage, cannot be compared with 


this; the one enforces Love and Gratitude, 


while the other ſaps the Foundation of Honour, 
and hardens and prepares the Mind of the Re- 
ceiver, for the blackeſt Treachery. He, who 
for the Sake of of a Bribe, or a temporary Pen- 


ſion, 


( 21 ] 


ſion, can give up his Freedom to the Dictates 


of a deſigning Miniſtry, can never be poſſeſſed 
of any Principles of Loyalty to his Sovereign : 
As he has ſold himſelf to the Miniſter, he muſt 
be ready on all Occaſions, to make the beſt 
Market of his Treachery, and to make Ship- 
weck of his Duty, both to King and Coun- 


try, when an Opportunity offers that flatters 


his Intereſt, Whether my Lord Kilmarnock's 
Penſion was a miniſterial Bribe, or a Royal 
Bounty, is a Queſtion I cannot determine with 
any Certainty ; but I have Reaſon to ſuſpect 
the former, ſince few Penſions, granted by a 
certain Adminiſtration, deſerved the Name of 
the latter: But without Breach of Charity 
we may make this Remark, which I hope will 
Not be thought unſeaſonable, that little or no 
Dependance is to be had upon that Loyalty, 
which wants the Support of Bribes or Penſions. 

T dare not wiſh that all who are bribed, may 
. betray their Truſt ; the Practice is too general, 

and a Defection of this kind of Men may be 
fatal to the State : But I hope there is no Sin 
in wiſhing, and that all honeſt Men will join 


me in my With, that every Perſon who bribes 


the Subject, to ſerve private or party Views, may 
be deceived by thoſe they bribe. 

It does not appear to me that the Earl was 
in the original Deſign of this Rebellion; I 
do not take him to be of that Completion, 
that the Party would have truſted him with 
their Deſigns before they were ready, or rather 
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partly put in Execution: As his Counteſs is 
Heireſs of the Houſe of Linlithgow and Callan- 
der, this Lord might flatter himſelf with ſome 

Advantages that Way, by the Reſtoration of the 
Houſe of Stewarts : This Circumſtance, and 
his Lordſhip's Neceſſities, might induce the 
Party to number him as one of their Friends, 


without ſo much as conſulting his Inclinations ; 


and theſeHopes might likewiſe induce his Lord- 


ſhip to comply with their Sollicitations with 


leſs Reluctance; but it is certain the Rebellion 
was far advanced, before his Lordſhip ſo much 
as thought of joining them, and had he been 
ſupported but by one Friend, to ſecond his own 
natural Timidity and Irreſolation, he had cer- 
tainly deceived the Expectation of the Party, 
and preſerved his Loyalty. But his Lady hap- 

pening to be at Edinburgh when the young 


Pretender entered that City, ſhe was charmed 


with the Gaiety of his military Court, and the 
Affability with which he treated her and all the 
Ladies: The Counteſs is naturally of a very gay 
Diſpoſition, is fond of public Diverſions, and 
is generally the firſt at all Parties of Pleaſure : 


. © Finding herſelf more than uſually careſſed by 


a Perſon who perſonated Sovereignty, which 
flattered her Vanity, and puffed up her Am- 


bition, ſhe was ſoon converted to the Zacobite 


Faith, and her Lord had not Reſolution to 
withſtand her Sollicitations, eſpecially after the 
Battle of Preſton-Pans, which elevated the Fa- 


cobites to ſuch a Degree, that they eſteemed it 


. Madn eſs 


2 ; 
. Madneſs and lnfätudtion 1 every Body who 
did not immediately join their Standard: A- 
mongſt the reſt, the Earl of Kilmarnock join- 
ed them, and was received by the young Che- 
valier with great Marks of Eſteem and Diſtinc- 
tion; was declared of his Privy Council, 


made Colonel of the Guards, and promoted 


to the Degree of a General. How his Lord- 
ſhip behaved in theſe Stations (quite new to 
him, and foreign from his former Manner of 
Life) I ſhall not take upon me to determine; 
but common Fame ſays, that he behaved with 
Courage and Reſolution till the Day of the Bat- 
tle of Culloden, when every Thing that was 
manly forſook him, and he rather ſurrendered 
himſelf than was taken Priſoner ; from whence 
his Lordſhip's Enemies make very unfavoura- 
ble Conjectures, which, though diſhonourable 
in the main, yet as they would have tended, 
if true, to the promoting his Lordſhip's Safety, 
I wiſh there had been ſome Grounds for them; 
though to ſpeak the Truth, from the ſmall 
Knowledge 1 had of his Lordſhip, and the 


general Opinion his Acquaintance had of him, 


I believe he was as little capable of doing what 
is hinted at, as any Man living: It is the Fate 
of the Unfortunate, that few ſpeak Truth of 
them, but each according as they affect; and 


Malice, and a warm Imagination, frequently 


ſupply the Place of, and is believed as firmly 
as the beſt ſupported Facts. 
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The LIFE of GEORGE M KENZIE, 

Earl of CROMER TIE, Viſcount 
TARBAT, Lord M LEO PD and 
CASTLEH AVE N, Hereditary She- 
riff of the County Na and Baronet 
of Nova Scotia, 


HE Family of George, Earl of Cromer- 


tie, is a Branch of the Family of Se 


forth ; ſo that in tracing his Deſcent, we muſt 

go back as far as the Original of that Family. 
The Name of M Kenzie is one of the moſt 
antient, and amongſt the moſt numerous of 
the Clans of Scotland: They account for their 
Name and their Original, in the following 


Manner; In the Year 1263, the Danes and 
Norvegians made a Deſcent upon the Weſt 
Coaſt of Scotland; this Deſcent being ramour- 


ed abroad, ſeveral young Gentlemen, who 
wanted to puſh their Fortune, came over from 
Treland to the Aſſiſtance of Alexander the third 
of Scotland; amongſt the reſt Collin Fitzge- 
rald, a younger Son of the Earl of Kildare or 
| Deſmond came over, and carried along with 
him a Ew Volunteers, who came Time enough 
to join King Alexander at the famous Battle of 
the Large, when the Scots obtained a ſignal 
Victory 
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Victory over the Norvegians and Danes: Our 
young Adventurer Collin, ſhewed himſelf wor- 
thy of the high Blood of the F:tzgeralds, and 
gave ſuch ſurprizing Proofs of his Valour and 
military Skill, that the King took particular 
Notice of him, and rewarded his high Merir, 
by beſtowing upon him the Lands and Barony 
of Kintail in the Shire of Roſs ; which appears 


from a Charter under the Great Seal of Scot- 


land, dated at Kincardin, in Fanuary 1266. 
The Scotch King, by this Means, ſecured our 
Adventurer to himſelf, and by giving him an 
Intereſt in, made him look upon himſelf as a 
Native in the Country, where he is now to 
ſettle. Collin married a Daughter of the Houſe 
of Argyle, and by her had a Son named Ke- 
neth. who ſucceeded his Father in the Barony 
of Kintail : This Keneth was as remarkable 
for Proweſs and Valour as his Father, and in 
_ theſe unſettled Times, had many and frequent 
Opportunities of giving Proots of it: He ſoon 
acquired a large Share of military Reputation, 
the only Quality in Eſteem in theſe Days, and 
having a very numerous Iſſue, his Children were 
diſtinguiſhed by the Patronymick M Keneths, 
or the Sons or Children of Keneth, a Thing 
very common 1n that Country :. From a Patro- 
nymick, they came to uſe it as a Sirname, for- 
getting that of Fitzgerald intirely, and by de- 
grees M' Keneth came, by Corruption, to be 


changed to the preſent Orthography M' Ken 
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zie: They remained Barons of Kintail from 
this Time, till 1623, when they were created 
Earls of Seaforth, a Space of near four Hun- 
dred Years. : . 

Keneth, the ſecond Baron of Kintail, was 
7 remarkable with his Father for Deeds 
of Arms; and what was extraordinary in a mi- 
litary Man, was very religiouſly diſpoſed: He 
was a rigid Obſerver of all the Feaſts and Faſts 
of the Church; moderate in all his Paſſions, 
which he endeavoured to keep ſtilt in greater 
Subjection, by the moſt ſevere religious Penance. 
He was charitable to the Poor, but carried his 
Lagrgeſſes to the Prieſts and Begging Orders, 
to a Degree of Exceſs ; he ſpent his Income, 
which was conſiderable in thoſe Days, in Acts 
of Charity and Hoſpitality. When he died, he 
left all his Perſonal Eſtate to the Church, di- 
viding it amongſt the ſeveral adjacent Mona- 
ſtries; and left a large Rent-Charge upon his 
real Eſtate, to be paid to the Monks of J. Co- 
lum. Kill. for faying a Number of Maſſes for 
the Repoſe of his Soul, and that of his An- 
ceſtors : This was the religious Foible of thoſe 
Days, which the Prieſts found many Oppor- 
tunities to improve to their Advantage but 
later Ages have found out a Way to Heaven, 
leſs expenſive to themſelves, and leſs deſtruc- 
tive of their Patrimonial Eſtate. 

He was Father of Keneth, the third Baron 
of Kintail, who happened to be at ſome Pub- 


lic Meeting with Mackay, Anceſtor of the 
8 Lord 


| 
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ord Rea, where a Quarrel of ſmall Signifi- 
ancy happened, yet was carried on with 'a 
great deal of Spleen and Rancour, by the Ad- 
erents of both Sides for ſeveral Vears. They 
ad ſeveral Skirmiſhes, as being both Chief- 
ains, conſiderable for the Number of their 
ollowers, which were determined ſometimes 
n Favour of the one, and ſometimes of the o- 
her ; but it was the Misfortune of the Baron of 
intail to loſe his Life, by a random Shot of 
in Arrow in one of theſe Engagements, though 
dis Men got the better of the Mackays. 

To him ſucceeded Murdoc, the fourth Baron 
f Kintail, who endeavoured to revenge his 
Father's Death upon the Mackays; but both 
Parties finding themſelves ſenſibly weakened 
by this unnatural Contention, they, by the In- 
terpoſition of ſome neutral Friends, accommo- 
dated their Differences amicably ; and to ce- 
ment their Union, and take away all Colour 
f Animoſity, a Match was concluded between 
Murdoc the young Baron of Kintazl, and a 
Daughter of Mackays, which had the defired 
Effect ; and the two Families remained in per- 
fe& Peace and Union, to the great Joy of both 
their Clans and their Neighbours, who were 
much embarraſſed by theſe inteſtine Feuds. 

Murdoc died and left Iſſue, by the fore- 
mentioned Match, Alexander, a Youth of 
great Parts, and diſtinguiſhed Courage; he 
happily ſaw his Family freed from all private 
Quarrels, ſo that he had an Opportunity of 
| | exerciſing 
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excerciſig his great Talents in a more honour 
able Cauſe, than in deciding petty Diſputes 
with his Neighbours ; that was, in Defence 
of his King and Country. i 
The Kingdom was then engaged in a Wat 

with the Engliſo: The young Baron was e 
mulous of Glory and military Reputation, and 
therefore ſoon repaired to the King's Standard 
though 1t was not yet his turn to be ſummon-f 

ed ; he carried with him ſeveral of the young 
Men of his Clan, who were fired with the 
ſame Deſire of Fame, which actuated their 
young Chief. He had married into a potent. 
Family, a Daughter of Mac-Dougald of Lorn ius 
who on this Occaſion made ſeveral of his beſt 
Men join his Son-in-Law, that he might ap- 
pear at Court with the greater Luſtre. Ou: as | 
young Warrior was very well received by 
King James IV. but unhappily for him, hi: 
Thirſt of Glory only haſtened his End; andſ*?! 
all the Advantage he reaped by it, was to be 
buried with the Flower of the Scotch Nation, 
in that fatal Field of Flowden, where James IV. 
and moſt of his Nobility loſt their Lives. or 

To him ſucceeded Keneth, of whom Re- W 
cords make no further mention, but that he 
married a Daughter of Hugh Lord Lovat; 2 
Match very natural and political; ſince in 
thoſe Days it was as natural for Chiefs of Clans 
to make Alliances with ſuch of their Neigh- 
bours as could affiſt them with Men, as it 1 FH 
now for Kingdoms to value Alliances in Pro- 

portion 
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ortion to the Power and Strength of the 
Kingdom allied. He left Iſſue four Sons and 
'Þ Daughter. 

Jobn the Eldeſt ſucceeded, who applied 
imſelf early to Buſineſs, and endeavoured to 
ultivate in himſelf, rather the Arts of Peace 
han thoſe of War; he was eſteemed the moſt 
udicious Man in that Part of the Country ; 
ind was generally the Arbitrator of all the 
Differences which happened in his Country ; 
hich he compoſed for the moſt Part to the 
Satisfaction of all Parties concerned. He grew 
xceeding popular in his Country, and upon 
is Arrival at the Court of King James V. that 
Monarch ſoon took Notice of his Ability, pro- 


as Profit, and finding his Fidelity equal to his 
Capacity, he admitted him of his Privy-Coun- 
eil. He preſerved his Reputation and Character 
untainted till his Death, and was ſucceeded in 
his Barony of Kintail, by his Son Keneth. 
Keneth, by no means anſwered the Pains 
his Father had taken upon him, to form him 
for great Things; nor the Expectation the 
World might conceive of the Son of ſuch a 
Father. He had none of thoſe ſhining Abili- 


ties which had raiſed his Predeceſſor to the 


Rank of a Stateſman ; and the beſt that could 


be faid of him was, that he was not remark- 


ably vicious. However he married honoura- 

bly, and according to the Dignity of his Birth, 

He married Elizabeth, Daughter of fobn Earl 
_of 


moted him to ſeveral Places of Truſt as well 
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of Athol, a Branch of the Houſe of Stewart 
which bore that Title, and by her had Iſſu 
ſeveral Sons. 

Collin the Eldeſt ſucczeded to the Barony 
Kintail, at a very troubleſome Period of Time 
when the Kingdom was rent and divided b 
inteſtine Broils and Diviſions, in the Beginnin 
of the unhappy Reign of Queen Mary; an 
was numbered amongſt the few Loyaliſts wh 
followed the Fortune of that unhappy Prin 
ceſs, as long as there was any room for ratic 
nal hope of doing her any Service. He com 
manded a Part of ber Army, at that fatal Bat 
tle fought near Hamilton; and gave fign 
Proofs of his perſonal Valour as well as Conduc 
Upon her Majeſty's Flight into England, h. 
was amongſt the laſt of her Friends, who ſub 
mitted to the Regency appointed during th 
Minority of ber Son King James VI. 

Notwithſtanding he had been a zealou 


Stickler for the Queen-Mother, againſt th] 
Partizans of the young King; yet he knew ſ 


well, how to accommodate himſelf to the Exi 
gence of the Times, that he fo ſoon wrought 
himſelf into the Confidence of the young Mo 
. narch, that he declared him one of his Privy 
Council, and held him in general Eſteem al 
-bis Life-time ; though he uſed more Freedom 
with his Majeſty than any other of the Cour 
tiers, in upbraiding him for his Indolence, i 
the Defence of his Mother againſt the Tyran 
ny of Queen El;zabeth, He married Barbara 
Daughte 


I) 
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Daughter of John Grant of Grant, Chief of 


ſſul the Name of Grant, and Anceſtor of the pre- 


ſent Sir James Grant of Grant; by her he 
had Iſſue one Daughter, named Margaret, 
who married Simon Lord Lovat, and three 
Sons Keneth, Roderick, and Collin. | 

Keneth the Eldeſt ſucceeded his Father, and 


was for the firſt Time created a Baron in Par- 


liament, by the Name and Title of Lord 
Kintail. His Grandſon was afterwards crea- 
ted Earl of Seaforth, which Title that noble 
Family enjoyed untainted, till, by the Folly of 
the laſt Earl, the Honours were forfeited for 
his Appearance in the late Rebellion in the 
Year 1715. But we have no further Occa- 
ſion to purſue the Lineage of this Family; 
fince Roderick, the ſecond Brother of this firſt 
Lord Kintail, was Anceſtor to the Earl of Cro- 
mertie, whoſe Genealogy we are now tracing. 
Roderick was a Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed 


Merit, and recommended himſelf to King 


James VI. by whom he was Knighted. 'Tho' 
he was no Friend to the Encroachments that 


Monarch endeavoured to make upon the Peo- 


ple, by claiming more Prerogative than was 
conſiſtent with the Nature of the Crown of 
Scotland, he conſtantly oppoſed in Parliament 


all Acts that tended to enlarge the Power of 


the Crown ; though his Oppoſition, and that 
of the few that joined him, had little or no 
Effect, the Engliſb Treaſury which King James 
laviſhed away among his greedy Courtiers, ſtill 

procured 


* 


1 


E 


procured him a Majority in the Senate; En- 


gliſd Money proving always too prevalent a- 


gainſt the ſtrongeſt Efforts of Reaſon or Juſtice ; 
which was all the Friends of Liberty had, to 
oppoſe to the Deſigns of a Miniſtry, who 
had determined to put a Price upon every 
Thing. Roderich ſoon found that his Zeal 
for his Country was of no Signification ; 
could bring Her or Liberty no Relief; but only 
expoſed his own Perſon to the Malice and 
Reſentment of a worthleſs Set of Courtiers : 
He therefore wiſely withdrew from Court, and 
retired to the Country; where he married 
Margaret, Daughter and ſole Heireſs to Tor- 
quil Mac-Leod of the Lewes, by which Match 
beſides a conſiderable Fortune, he added to 


his Arms, in Right of his Wife, Or, a Moun- 


tain in Flame Proper; which the Earl of Cr0- 
mertie wears to this Day. He died in 1625, 
leaving Iſſue, four Sons and one Daughter. 
John the Eldeſt ſucceeded to his Father's 
Virtues as well as his Eſtate, had a large Share 
of natural Parts, as well as of acquired Learn- 
ing; he excelled in the Polite Arts, and was 
accounted one of the moſt accompliſhed Gen- 


tlemen of his Age: He was a zealous Friend 


to Liberty, and of unſhaken Loyalty to his 
Sovereign Charles I, by whom he was created 
a Baronet of Nova Scotia. The Times he 
lived in were full of Trouble and Dangers, 
and required the utmoſt of his Skill to recon- 
cile his Loyalty to the Prince, and his Duty 

| | to 


1 2 r way OF _ ww. WW -- 


wes | > Up e w 1 


w (06 Oo 


S V 1 


t 34} 


to his Country ; yet * happily found out the 
Golden Mean, to preſerve both, amidſt all the 


Hurry and Confuſion of the Times, without 
making Shipwreck of either, He attached 


himſelf to his Majeſty, as long as his Mea- 
ſures were juſt, and his Views were bounded - 
by the eſtabliſhed Laws of the Land, and the 
Freedom of the Conſtitution : But left him, 
and as zealouſly ſerved the Parliament, when 
his Majeſty ſeemed inclinable to make any 
Encroachments upon either. He diſtinguiſhed 
between a Love of Liberty and Faction; be- 
tween Freedom and Licentiouſneſs; en 
Loyalty, founded uponPrinciplesconſiſtent with 
the Nature of Government, and a ſlaviſh Sub- 
jection to the arbitrary Dictates of the Sove- 
reign Will. 

Thus purſuing no Scheme but the Honour 
of his Prince, and the Liberty of his Country, 
he lived at Peace in the midſt of Confuſion ; 
and found himſelf carefled by all Parties, 
loved by honeſt Men, and feared by Knaves. 
He married Margaret, Daughter and one of 
the Coheireſſcs of George Erikine of Innercal, 
Brother to Thomas Earl of Kelly; by whom: 
he left two Sons. Roderich, the youngeſt, 
took himſelf to the Study of the Law, in 
which he became eminent, and was promo- 


ted to the Dignity of one of the Senators of 
the College of Juſtice, He married Margaret, 


Daughter of Alexander Burnet, Archbiſhop 
of St. Andrews, by whom he had Alexander 


Lord LOT 30 Sir 


and another to Keneth Earl of Seaforth. 


George his eldeſt Son ſucceeded him in his | 
Eſtate and Honours ; as alſo in his unſhaken 


Loyalty and Fidelity to his exiled Sovereign 
King Charles II. He never could be perſuaded 


to ſubmit'to the Uſurper, but on all Occa- 


fions' oppoſed his Meaſures, and gave him a- 


bundance of Trouble in the North, where his 


Intereſt and that of his Family lay : He kept 


up, notwithſtanding all the Caution Cromwell 
could put in Practice, a conſtant and cloſe 
Correſpondence with the Royal Exile, during 
the whole Uſurpation, From him he had a 


Commiſſion to levy what Forces he could for 
his Majeſty's Service and Reſtoration : Tho' 


he had no Occaſion to raiſe Forces to bring 
about that Affair, yet when that Event was 
compleated, and his Majeſty ſafely ſettled up- 
on the Throne of his Anceſtors, he was am- 
ply rewarded for his Loyalty and Zeal; a 
good Fortune, which was not the Fate of many 
Noble Families, who ſuffered for their Loyal- 
ty, as well as expreſſed their Zeal: But Sir 
George was ſo happy as to pleaſe; being a 
Man of Wit, Humour and Learning, which 
hit the Taſte of this merry Monarch ; and 
perhaps contributed as much to Sir George's 
Advancement, if not more, than all his Ser- 
vices, which were confeſſedly great: He was, 
immediately upon the Reſtoration, made one 


of 


[35 ] 
of the Senators of the College of Juſtice ; "and 
| becauſe the Revenue of that Place was not 
ſufficient to ſupport his Dignity, or reward his 
Merit, he was put into an Office, which 
ſeemed a Title incompatible, viz. that of 
Clerk Regiſter : This was a kind of Plurality 
in Law Livings; as little juſtifiable as thoſe 
of the Church, but few that are poſſeſſed of 
either, think them a Sin, or if they do, 
the Salary proves a Sovereign Stypic for the 
Wound which that makes in their Conſcience, 
He was admitted one of the Privy-Council; 
and that he might have as many of the Offices 


of the Law as poſſible, he was ſhortly after 


made Lord Juſtice-General of the whole King- 
dom, an Office which had been hereditary in 
the Family of Argy/e, till the Marquis of that 
Title made a Surrender of it in wth preceding 
Reign. Theſe Offices he enjoyed during all 
that Reign, and the next, when, to all his other 
Honours, was added that of being created 
a Viſcount and Baron by King James VII. 
Such a Number of Places, and ſuch an In- 
undation of Honours, heaped upon one Man, 
made many believe that they were ohtained by 


Conceſſions, not very favourable to Sir Georges 


Character, as a real Lover of his Country. It is 


certain Sir George followed the Court in all 


their Meaſures, and ſtuck at nothing that 
would promote the Schemes which they had 


in View, which happened not at all Times to 


be the moſt popular: Whether Sir George's 
C 2 Come 
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1 
Compliance with theſe Meaſures, flowed 
from a Conviction (though erroneous) of their 
Juſtice and Public Utility, or from the Force 
and Influence of the many Places he enjoyed, 
I leave every Man to judge according to his 
Degree of Charity. OD 
When the Oppreſſion of James VII. ba- 
niſhed him from theſe Kingdoms, Sir George 
did not think of following his Fortune; but 
wiſcly changed with the Times, and was as 
zealous a Defender of the Revolution as any 
Man: He made himſelf neceſſary to the Re- 
volution-Miniſtry, and had the Addreſs to 
preſerve his Poſt of Juſtice- General, amidſt 
all their Changes. | 
Inn Queen Anne's Time he was a Stickler, 
but was admitted of the Privy-Council, and 
for ſome time was Secretary of State, and 
allowed ſtill to continue Juſtice- General; but 
whether he was not compliable enough in his 
Office of Secretary of State, or that the Party 
had ſerved their Turn, he was turned out af- 
ter the finiſhing a certain memorable and im- 

ortant Affair. 1 

To all the other general Qualities of this 
great Man, and to all the diſtinct Places he 
enjoyed, my Hiſtorian makes him a great Of- 
ficer; but where he had his Command, ex- 
cept is meant by it, the Commiſſion for levy- 
ing Men, I have juſt now mentioned, I know 

not; but which ever way he became an Of- 
ficer, my Author makes him the oldeſt Offi- 
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cer in the World when he died, which hap- 
pened in the 8gth Year of his Age. 

Thus we have done with the Memoirs of 
the firſt Earl of Cromertze, of whom we ſhall 
ſay no more, than that he left Iſſue three Sons, 
the two youngeſt of whom, James and Keneth, 
were made Knights Baronets, with the ſame 
Precedence of their Grandfather Sir John. 

The eldeſt. Son John ſucceeded, who mar- 
ried Ann Murray, Daughter to the Lord Eli- 
bank, by whom he left Iſſue the preſent Lord. 

George, the preſent Earl's Principles, till 
this unhappy Rebellion, never were ſuſpected 
to lean in the leaſt towards Jacobitiſm; on the 
contrary, he was looked upon as the only 
Branch of the Mac- K2nzzes, that could be any 
ways depended on: His Lordſhip is not ſup- 
poſed to have bœen early truſted with the Se- 
crets of the Party. He was applied to (it's ſaid) 
immediately upon the Pretender's Landing, 
but he was irreſolute, at leaſt ſeemed inclinable 
to give no poſitive Anſwer, before the Lord 
Fortroſe his Chief had declared. When he did 
join them, which was not till after their Re- 
turn from England, he did not bring any con- 
ſiderable Force along with him, at leaſt, no- 
thing equal to ſo conſiderable a Brapch of the 
Mac-Kenzies ; nor was he much in the Confi- 
dence of the young Pretender, while he ſtaid 
with them, There was it ſeems a particular 
Shyneſs betwixt his Lordſhip and Murray the 
Secretary, and the two Triſb Favourites. His 
C 3 0 Lord- 


> | 
Lordſhip, like other Higbland Chieftains, 
could not with Patience bear that any Man 
ſhould be careſſed, but in Proportion to the 
Number of Men he brought into the Field; 
judging that to be the only Touchſtone of Me- 
Tit in the Pretender's Circumſtances: He knew 
theſe Men had brought nothing into the Field 
but their own Perſons, which was all they 

had to riſque, and yet were careſſed and truſt- 
ed more than thoſe who brought Thouſands, 
and riſqued a fair Eſtate and Princely Titles in 

the Cauſe, What a ſtrange Thing muſt the 
Favour of a Prince be, when that of a Perſon, 
who, only ated the Prince for ſome Time, 
ſhould create ſuch Jealouſies and Strife, even 
amongſt Men, whoſe All, whoſe very Exiſt- 
ence, depended upon Unanimity ! 

His Lordſhip had many ia the Rebel-Army 
who were equally diſguſted at the Preference 
given Sullivan, and ſome joined in a Remon- 
| Nance to have him removed; which had no 
Effect, but to diſtract their Councils, fince the 
young Pretender knew the Value of the Man 
tao well, to part with him, on the Pique and 
Caprice of a few: They were in this Diſtrac- 
tion, when Preparations were made for an En- 
gagement; to which they were brought ſooner 
than they imagined, But the Earl was not in it, 
he and his Son, the Lord Mac-Leod, being gone 
upon a Party into the Shire of Re/s, thinking 
to be ſoon enough back before the general 
Engagement. But it is ſaid his Lordſhip loi- 
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tered by the Way, and might have joined, but 


did not, reſolving (it is ſaid) to leave them the 


firſt Opportunity. | 
Ihe Fate of the Battle of Culloden made it 


needleſs for his Lordſhip to return, however 
he might be inclined; and therefore he was 


ſaid to be preparing to ſet out for France, 
when he was ſurrounded by the Earl of Su- 
therland's Men, who had an eaſy Prey of him. 

There are various Reports about the Manner 
of his being apprehended ; ſome will have it 
the Effect of a bloody Engagement between 
the two Earls, and that his Lordſhip was not 
taken without ſelling his Liberty very dear : 
Others, and I fancy- with more Truth, give 
out, that he was taken by Eleven Men, tho 
he had five Times that Number about him, 
without” the leaſt Appearance of Oppoſition ; 
which correſponds more with his former De- 


ſign of leaving them, and which it had been 


happy for his Lordſhip if he had put in Prac- 
tice, before their Affairs ſeemed to be ſo deſpe- 


rate, as they became upon the Battle of Culluden. 


His Lordſhip's private Character is very ami- 
able; he is eſteemed a polite Nobleman, and 


remarkably mild in his Diſpoſition, and affable 


in his Temper and Behaviour, and has little or 
nothing of that auſtere Pride and Haughtineſs, 
ſo peculiar to moſt Highland Chiefs. His 
Neighbours of inferior Rank found him a 
ſteady Friend, and the Poor a kind and gene- 

rous Benefactor: His Children found in him 
| __ an 
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an indulgent Father, and his Lady a tender 
and affectionate Husband. 

His Lady is a Daughter of the late Sir Wil. 
liam Gordon, and diſter to the preſent Sir John: 
Gordon ot Dallfolly, Member of Parliament 
for the Shire of Roſs; a Lady every way qua- 
lified to make a Man happy: She is in her 
Perſon extremely agreeable, has a large Share 
of ready Wit, and a ſolid penetrating Judg- 
ment, to a Degree ſeldom to be met with in 
her Sex; and ſhe has a Spirit and Conſtancy 
of M: nd, few of them come up to, which 
the Part ſhe has acted fince her Lord's Con- 
finement, ſufficiently teſtifies; for though ſhe 
is big with Child, yet ſhe has born the Shock 
of her Misfortunes with a becoming Dignity, 
without betraying Inſenſibility, or yielding too 
much to any effeminate Marks of Grief : She 
has Nine Children alive, and the Tenth 
ſhe is now pregnant of. 
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| The Lis and FamiLy of ARTHUR EL- 
PHINGSTON, Lord BALMERINO. 


{ by E honourable Name of E/phing/on, 
though not very numerous in Scotland, 
and cannot be numbered as a potent Clan, 
yet is very antient, and has abounded with 
Men of Figure and Note in their Country, as 


much as any other Name whatſoever: They 
are 


[41 ] 
are ſaid to have come originally from Ger- 
many, and that the firſt who appeared of the 
Name married, in the Days of Robert the firſt 
of Scotland, Margaret, Daughter to Sir Chriſ- 
topher Seaton of Seaton, by his Wife, the La- 
dy Chriſtian, Siſter to King Robert. 

This German, who is preſumed, from his 
Alliance to ſo near a Relation of the Royal 
Family, to be a Perſon of ſome Note in his 
own Country, was a valiant and gallant Man, 
courted all Opportunities of diſtinguiſhing his 
Merit, which in thoſe Days, when all Diſ- 
putes public or private. were decided by the 
ee were often given him; which he 
improved to his ov!n Advantage, inſomuch 
that he grew in great Eſteem at Court, and 
was much careſſed by King Robert, who was 
fond of his ſettling in the Country, and could 
not bear to think of his Return to Ger many : 
He therefore, to take from him all Pretext for 
returning, and to give him a natural Intereſt 
in Scotland, beſtowed on him ſeveral Lands in 
Mid-Lothian, the Revenue of which was 
ſafficient to ſupport his Dignity ; eſpecially in 
thoſe Times, when Luxury and extravagant 
Expences were none of the modiſh Accom- 
pliſhments of a fine Gentleman, however high- 
ly born: Theſe Lands Mr. Epbingſton called 
after his own Name, which they (till bear. 

From him deſcended Alexander Elphingſton, 
of whom Records give us very little Account; 
they do not inform us what Relation this 

Alexander 
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Alexander was to the firſt Elphingfon, or what 
were the Names of thoſe who intervened; they 
leave a Chaſm in the Lineage from the Days of 


Robert the firſt, till the Thirty-third of Da- 


vid the ſecond; when they tell us, that this 
Alexander exchanged certain Lands, then in 


his Poſſeſſion, called Kinchinbar, for certain 
other Lands called Aribberg, in the Shire of 


Sterling, then in the Poſſeſſion of Alexander, 
Son of Sir Adam Moor. Theſe Lands of 


Arthberg he called Elphing/ion, and is the 
chief Seat, and gives the Title of Lord to the 


Lord Elphing/ton, Chief of the Family we are 
now treating of. This is all that is faid of 
Alexander; whether he died without Children, 
or what other Circumſtances happened, we 
are entirely at a loſs, and from him we meet 
with another Gap in the Line of Succeſſion ; 


fince the next mentioned is one Sir William 


Elphingſton of that * IIR, of whoſe Relation to 
his Predeceſſors we are entirely ignorant; but 
whatever Connection he had with them, we 


find him poſſeſſed of their Eſtates, and of 


that Martial Diſpoſition, which diſtinguiſhed 
thoſe of the Name: He is ſaid to have been 


remarkably tall and large built, and was re- 


puted the ſtrongeſt Man of the Age. In all 


Deeds of Chivalry, there were none could ex- 


cel him; his Courage was equal to his Strength 
and his Modeſty and Afﬀability excelled, if 
poſſible, 


That is, of E/phing/fton, denoting him Chief of the Name; 
the Scotch uſing the Word I inſtead of a Repetition of the 
fame Name, | : 


tant - 
poſſible, both: He was apter to overlook an 
Affront, than Men leſs: capable of reſenting 
it ; and choſe rather to ſhew his Contempt of 


lan unmannerly Fellow, than chaſtiſe him, 


unleſs there was a Probability of Honour be- 
ing gained by the Victory: He made ſeveral 
Additions to the paternal Eſtate of the Family, 
both in the Shire of Lothian, and in that of 
Sterling, and married, when pretty much ad- 
I vanced in Years, a Lady of the antient and truly 
noble Houſe of Douglaſs; by her he had a Son, 
Alexander, who ſucceeded him in his Eſtate, 
and very ſoon gave Proofs that he was worthy 
of ſuch a Father; for though he had not that 
gigantic Strength which diſtinguiſhed his Fa- 
ther, yet he was poſſeſſed of all his Courage 
and Vigour, ſufficient for the common Occur- 
rences of Life: He applied himſelf chiefly to 
the Exerciſe of Arms, and in a ſhort Time 
acquired a large Share of military Glory; for 
{though but a Youth, he obtained conſiderable 
Command in the Scotch Army, then employ- 
led againſt the Engliſh; had many Engage- 
ments with them, where he had the chief 
Command, and always came off ſucceſsful, 
loaded with Honour and Spoils, which was 
indeed the chief Reſult of theſe Skirmiſhes: 
But at the famous Battle of Pipardain, he ex- 
erted himſelf in ſo extraordinary a Manner, 
that all Hiſtorians agree, that the ſignal Vic- 
tory, obtained by the Scotch that Day over 
the Engliſb, was entirely owing to his 
| - = 
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and Conduct. But, though his Country in 
that glorious Action reaped Glory, and very 
much diſtreſſed their Enemies, yet this great 
Man did not live to reap the Fruits of his 
Victory; for his martial Ardour, hurrying him 
too far in the Purſuit, he was killed by a ran- 
dom Shot of ſome of the Runaways, or ra- 
ther (as ſome ſay) by the Miſtake of ſome of 


his own Men, too eager in the Chaſe to di- 
ſtinguiſh Perſons, which in a great Meaſure 


compenſated to the Enghſh the Loſs of the 
Battle; and imbittered the Victory to the 
Scotch, who were ſo diſheartened by the Death 


of this great Man, that they did not purſue 


the Advantage they had gained; but remained 
unactive, and allowed their Enemies to reco- 
ver from their Panic, and recruit afreſh their 
ſcattered Army. | A. 
What added to the Misfortune of this 


 Gentleman's Death, was, that he left no Male 


Iflue ; he left only one Daughter, named Ag- 
nes, who married Gilbert, Son and Heir of 


Adam Fobnſton of that 1k, who was poſſeſſed, 
in right of her, of all the Lands belonging to] 


her Father, in the Shire of Mid.-Lothian; but 
thoſe Lands named Elphingſton, in the Shire 
of Sterling, devolved on his Death, in conſe- 
quence of a ſolemn Arbitration in 1471, upon 
Sir Henry Elphingſton, Brother to Sir Alex- 
ander, who, as the next collateral Male Branch, 


haas continued the Line of this noble Family] 
ever ſince, in a direct Lineage without any In- 


terruption. | Die 


hy dns huntly 


„„ „ AMA 57 ry ee 


Ku EE oe. en. Ä ̃⅛ WKN,, ⅛¼ 2 Ü . , —˙ adi a.” 


„ 
Sir Henry, now poſſeſſed of the greateſt 


Part of the patrimonial Eſtate, and acknow- 
ledged the undoubted Chief, was no ways in- 


ferior to any of his Predeceſſors, in thoſe emi- 
nent Qualities which raiſed them to their pre- 
ſent Grandeur: He was a Man of great Pru- 
dence and OEconomy in the Management oſ 
his Eſtate, to which he made ſeveral conſide- 
rable Additions: He was no leſs remarkable 
for his eminent Qualities as a Stateſman, which 
he diſplayed in the diſcharge of ſeveral Em- 
ployments in the State: He was no ways 
ambitious of Titles, or the Pomp of a Court; 
whereat he never appeared, but when the ne- 
ceſſary Affairs of his Employments required: 
However, he introduced to the Court of 
James IV. his Son and Heir, Sir Alexander, 
whoſe Genius ſeemed better fitted for the Air 
of a Court, than that of his own. 
Sir Henry died much regretted, and Sir Alex- 
ander his Son took Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate and 
Honours, and had made ſuch Intereſt at Court 
in his Father's Lifetime, that he ſucceeded 


without Oppoſition to all his Employments ; 


was declared one of the Privy Council, and in a 
little Time created a Baron, and called to Par- 
liament : He had mericed much of the King, 
in the Difference betwixt him and his Father; 
though his greateſt Enemies do not charge 
him, as being acceſſory to any of thoſe violent 
Meaſures, which ſent the one James out of the 


World, and raiſed the other to the Throne. 
| He 
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He married Margaret Barlow, Maid of Ho- 
 nour to Margaret, Queen of James IV. who 
gave him in Dowry with her, the Barony of 
Kildrumny, in the Shire of Marr, but be did 
not live long to enjoy either his new Honours, 
or the Acquiſitions by his Wife; for he fol- 
lowed: his Royal Maſter to the fatal Field of 
Flowden, where he died fighting by his Sove- 
reign, and was buried with the Flower of the 


Scotch Nobility, who that Day loſt their Lives. 


This noble Lord left Iflue, by Elizabeth 


his Wife, Alexander, the ſecond Lord E.. 


e on, who was but an Infant when his 
ather died, was ſomewhat deformed in his 


Perſon, and had not the moſt promiſing Diſ- 


poſition; - at leaſt the Records of the Family, 


which are not generally very minute in 
recording of Vices, have faid nothing 
ſhocking of him; yet have not been able 
to relate any thing good of him: He 
married E/;zabeth, Daughter of Fobn, Lord 
Erskine, by whom he had five Sons; the third 
of them, we are told, was Cup- Bearer to King 
James the fixth; the fourth was Maſter of 


bis Houſhold, and the eldeſt, named Fobn, 


ſucceeded his Father. 
Fohn, the third Lord El phingſton, married 


Elizabeth, Daughter to Sir Jobn Drummond, 


of Innerpeffry, by Janet his Wife, natural 
Daughter of King James the fourth; his Me- 


rit was conſpicuous, and he oon ade a Fi- 
gure both in the Camp and Cabinet; His In- 


clination 
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clination to the military was fo great, that, 

as by the Union of the Crowns the Jars be- 
tween Scotland and England being now at an 
End, which uſed to — the Youth of 
both Nations, he could not remain unactive 
at Home, but went over into the Service of 
the Emperor, where he ſignalized himſelf in 
fuch a Manner, as reflected great Honour 
both on himſelf and his Country; but his 


Fire of Youth abating, as his Years advanced, 


he returned to his own Country, where he 
made as conſiderable a Figure, as a Stateſman, 
as he had done Abroad as a General: His In- 


tereſt was great at Court, and he made uſe of 


it, to ennoble and aggrandize his Family. He 
got his ſecond Son James, created a Bn: by 
the Name and Title of Lord Balmerino; his 


eldeſt Son ſucceeded him in the Title of El. 


pbingſtan, was made a Privy Councellor by 
King James the ſixth, and Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of Scotland: But we p oceed no farther 
in this Branch of the Elphingſton's Line; but 
ſhall now trace this Lord Balmerinodown to the 
unfortunate Nobleman lately executed. 


James Elphingſion, ſecond Son of Lord El- 
phingſton, was, by his Father, bred to the Law ; 


wherein he made great Proficiency, and in a 
ſhort Time his Abilities were ſo remarkable in 
the Profeſſion, that King James made him 
one of the Senators of the College of Juſtice, 
His Abilities were not confined to the bare 


Study of the Law, but King James found him 
| x. an 
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an able Stateſman, and in a ſhort Time made 
him Secretary of State, and Preſident of the 
Court of Seſſion; and he diſcharging thoſe 
Offices to the Satisfaction of the Subject as 
well as of his Majeſty, was created a Baron 
by the Name and Title of Lord Balmerino. 

He married to his firſt Wife Sarab, Daugh- 
ter to Sir John Monteith of Cars, by whom 
he had John, his Heir: He married to his 
ſecond Wife, Margery, Daughter of Hugh 
Maxwell of Tyling, by whom he had one Son, 
James, created Lord Cowper, and a Daughter 
married to Lord Frazer. DIR 

Jobn, the ſecond Lord Balmerino, was 


every way equal to his Father in great Parts, 


and had an univerſal Knowledge of Men and 
Letters : He married Ann, Daughter to James 
Kerr 'of Ker/land, and Siſter to the famous 


Kerr, Earl of Somerſet, Favourite to King 


James the ſixth, the Man for whoſe Sake he 


denounced a Curſe upon his Poſterity, which 
ſeems to have followed them and the Nation 


ever ſince. 7 | 
Though the Lord Balmerino had all the 


Talents neceſſary to compleat a Stateſman, and 


all the Addreſs neceſſary to a Courtier, (being 
eſteemed one of the politeſt Gentlemen of his 
Time) and had ſo great a Favourite for his 
Brother-in-Law, yet he never attempted any 
Thing at Court, or coveted any Places, either 
in Scotland or England; he left Iſſue one Son 


John 
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7 obn, who ſucceeded him, and like his Fa- 
ther, lived retired from Court, vpon the Pairi- 
mony of the Family: He married Ann, 
Daughter to John Campbell, Earl of Loudon; 
and 2 her had Iſſue, 

John the fourth Lord Balermino, who was in 
the Reign of Queen Aune, made General of 
her Mint, and Sheriff of the County of Edin- 
burgb; and in One Thouſand Seven Hundred 


and Thirteen, he was elected one of the Six- 


teen Peers, to repreſent the Peerage of Scot- 
{and in the Parliament of Great-Britain: He 


married to his firſt Wife, Chriſtian Daughter 


to Hugh Montgomery, Earl of Eglington, by 


whom he had two Sons, and one Daughter; 


Hugh the Eldeſt was killed at the Siege of 
Liſle. His ſecond Wife was Daughter of 


Arthur Roſs, Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, by 


whom he had two Sons and one Daughter. 

 Fames the Younger ſucceeded him. While 
he had no Proſpect of the Eſtate of Bal- 
merino, he was bred to the Law ; where he 
made a very conſiderable Figure at the Bar, as 
an Advocate, had a large ſhare of Employ- 
ment, and was eee an able and honeſt 
Connſelior: He was rather a ſolid Pleader, than 


-a refined Orator ; but he underſtood the Law 


ſo well, and preſerved the Chaſtity of his Cha- 


racter ſo tenderly, by avoiding being concerned 


in any ſcandalous Actions, that he was liſtened 


to with great Attention by the Bench, at a 
D | Time 
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Time when it was filled with the moſt emi- 


nent Lawyers that ever appeared in Scot land. 
His remarkable Abilities, accompanied with 
a great Sedateneſs, ſoon recommended him to 


a Seat on the Bench, where he diſcharged that 


high and important Truſt with great Honour 


and ſtrict Integrity. He was eſteemed an 
able and juſt Judge, always avoiding mixing 


Party Spirit with the Bench: He never could 
be brought to proſtitute the Dignity of bis 
Office to ſerve Miniſterial Jobs; but the 


Country might always depend upon bim as a 


faſt Friend, when any Thing relative to their 


Intereſt came before the Court. 


He applied cloſely to his Buſineſs as a 
Judge, and gave ſuch Satisfaction to the Practi- 


tioners before that Court, that J have known 


forty Cauſes in his Hand Roll, when there 


was not one fourth of that Number before 
ſome other Judges. 


This worthy Lord died a Year and a half 


ago, but left no Iſſue: He was ſucceeded by 
Arthur, the late unhappyLord, Son of John, the 
fourth Lord Balmerino, by his ſecond Wife, 
Daughter of Arthur Roſs, Archbiſhop of St. 
Andrew's, This Lord was in the Army at the 


breaking out of the laſt Rebellion in the Year 


1715, but threw up his Commiſſion before 
he joined the Rebels, which faved him from 
being puniſhed as a Deſerter: He commanded 
a Company in the late Rebellion, and was at 
the Battle of Sheriff Muir. After the Diſper- 
ſion of the Rebels, he went over to Denmark, 


and 


F 


3 
and remained there till the general Act of In- 
demnity paſſed, from which he was not ex- 
cepted. After he returned, he lived private- 
ly upon his Patrimony, which was but 
ſmall, till the Death of the late Lord Bal- 


merino, his eldeſt Brother. His Lordſhip was 


fitty-eight ; his Temper was naturally grave, 


but not ſullen; he was always eſteemed 


a Man of Courage, Conſtancy, and Integrity: 
He was late in joining in the preſent Rebellion, 


and brought only his menial Servants with him; 
nor does it appear, that he made any conſi- 


derable Figure amongſt them, either in a civil 
or military Capacity ; his Name being ſcarce 
mentioned in public, . till we had an Account 


of his being Priſoner, 
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CONTAINING 


A faithſul Narrative of the Proceed- 
ings againſt them; and alſo the 
Genuine Speeches of the Lords 
KILMARNOCK and CROMERTIE. 

O N Mende; the Twenty-eighth of Fuly, 

about Eight o Clock in the Morning; 
the Three Lords were brought from the 

Tower, in Three Coaches attended by a Par- 


ty of Guards, and the Warders of the Tower, 
with their Battle-Axes, preceding and ſur- 


rounding the Coaches : His Lordſhip the Earl 
of l was in the firſt Coach, attend- 


ed by Colonel Williamſon, Governor of the 
Tower ; the Earl of Cromertie followed in the 
ſecond, accompanied by the commanding 


Officer of the Guards then on Duty; and the 


Lord Balmerino followed in the laſt, accom- 
panied by the Gentleman Goaler, with the 


Axe covered, lying in the Seat before them. 


They 


F Ch we n 


G d QC n ww ﬀ11rC 


1 : 


3x, O 


[43:1 
They proceeded through the City to Weſt- 


5 minſter-Hall, without any viſible Emotion or 


Dejection in their Countenances; the Mob 
having behaved all the way with great Decen- 
cy, neither hiſſing, nor offering them any In- 


dignity; only near Temple-Bar, ſome of the 
Mob appeared to hollow, at which the Lord 
| Balmerino ſeemed much offended, and put 

his Head out of the Window of the Coach, 


and ſpit at ſome who were neareſt him. 


When the Coaches came up to the Door 


of the Hall, the Earl of Kiimarnoch came 


out firſt, and turned himſelf round in an eaſy 


: Manner, as if to view the adjacent Buildings, 


and received the other Lords as they alighted 
with a polite and unconſtrained Bow. When 


they had all alighted, the Gentleman Goaler 


marched into the Hall with the Axe, the 


Edge turned from the Lords, and they fol- 


lowing. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lord High Stew- 
ard of Great-Britain for the Time being, 
came in Grand Proceſſion from his own 
Houſe to the Hall : Which began by a great 


Train of Conſtables; then came five led 
Coaches, and his Lordſhips Body Coach, next 
695 State Coach, preceeded by Ten Footmen 
bare-headed; then the Lord Chief - Juſtice of 
England; the Maſter of the Rolls; and all 
the Judges in Town, and the Maſters in 


Chancery, each in their ſeveral Coaches. His 


Lordſhip was in his Robes of State, and Sir 
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William Saunderſon, Deputy - Uſher of the 


Black Rod, was in the Coach with his Lord- 
ſhip, and carried the White Wand. 

Upon his Lordfhip's the High Steward's Ar- 
rival at the Houſe of Lords, the Peers pre- 
ſent, to the Number of 136, all in their 
Parliament Robes, were marſhalled according 
to their Seniority in the Painted Chamber; 
and marched in Grand Proceſſion to the Hall, 
where they took their Places according to their * | 


Dignity... 


The Lord High 3 being ſeated. on 
the Chair under the Canopy, the Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery, preſented the Commiſ- 
ſion appointing a Lord High Steward to bis 
Grace upon the Knee; and the fame being re- 
turned to the Clerk af the Crown, was read, 


all the Peers ſtanding up uncovered. 
Then the Staff was delivered to his Grace 


the Lord High Steward, by Garter King at 


Arms, and the Gentleman Uſher of the 
Black Rod. 

After which the Lords Priſoners were 
brought to the Bar; and his Lordſhip, II. 


liam Earl of Kilmarnock, was arraigned, and 


pleaded Guilty to his Inditment. The Earl 


of Cromertie was next arraigned, and pleaded. 


Guilty likewiſe ; both ſubmitting themſelves 
to his Majeſty's Mercy and Clemency. 

The Lord Balmerino being Cane pleaded! 
Not Guilty; upon which the Houſe proceed- 


ed to I $ Trial: yy LE, Council for the Croun, 
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[55 % | 
who were Mr. Attorney, Mr. Solicitor, and 
Sir Jobn Strange, opened the Indictment, and 
examined ſeveral Witneſſes, as to the Facts 1 
charged. His Lordſhip all the while never = 

pretending either to object to the Evidence, 
nor the Manner in which the F acts were laid 
in the Indictment. 
After which the Priſoner was eee, to be 
3 "taken from the Bar. The Queſtion was put 
" | by his Grace the Lord High Steward, Guil- 
ty, or Not Guilty ; beginning with the youn= 
geſt Baron; when he was unanimouſly found 
Guilty. Then all the Three Lords Priſoners | 
were ordered back to the Tower, and to be | 
brought up on MWeadne /day. to receive Sen- A 
| tence. = 


— oC R * 4; wa +. i SL 


On Wedneſday the 3oth of July, "the Lord 
High Steward came from his own Houſe in 
the ſame Grand Proceflion as the Day before; 
the Lords proceeded in the ſame Form from 
the Chamber of Parliament to the Hall; and 
the Lords Priſoners were brought from the 
Tower in the ſame Manner, and accompanied 
by the fame Perſons, as on Monday. His 
Grace the Lord High Steward being ſeated on 
the Chair before the Throne, the Lords Pri- 
ſoners were brought to the Bar; when his 
Grace, addreſſing himſelf to the Earl of Kit- 
narnocl, acquainted his Lordſhip, that as be 
had thought proper to plead Guilty to the 
Indictment found againſt him, he had there- 
| by conſeſſed the ſeveral Crimes and; Treaſons 
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with which he was therein charged; and 


therefore he now deſired to know if his 
Lordſhip had any Thing to offer, why 
Sentence of Death ſhould not be paſſed upon | 


him. FE 
His Lovifhip then adding himſelf to his | 
Grace the Lord High Steward, and the 
Houſe, ee the following Speech. POM 


* it laßt your Grace and my Lords, 


HAVE already, from a due Senſe ofn my 5 
Folly, and the Heinouſneſs of thoſe 


* . with which I ſtand charged, acknow- 
© ledged myſelf Guilty, and obnoxious to thoſe 


“ Puniſhments, which the Laws of this Land 
* have wiſely provided for Offences of ſo 
© deep a Dye. Nor would I have your 
* Lordſhips'to ſuſpect, that what I am now to 
* offer, is intended to extenuate thoſe Crimes 
F<! Of: palliate my Offences; No, I mean only 


to addreſs myſelf to your Locdſhips merci- 
ce ful Diſpoſition, to excite ſo much Com- 


te paſſion in your Lordſhips Breaſts as to pre- 
* vail on your Grace, and this Honourable 
* Houſe, to intercede with his Majeſty for his 
* Royal Clemency. 

* Though the Situation Jam now in, and 
de the Folly and Raſhneſs which has expoſed | 
me to this Diſgrace, cover me with Con- 


44 fuſion, when I think of the unſullied Ho- 
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[671 
mentioning their unſhaken Fidelity and 
ſteady Loyalty to the Crown, as a proper 
Subject to excite that Compaſſion which 1 
am now ſolliciting: My Father was an early 


and ſteady Friend to the Revolution, and 
was very active in promoting every Mea- 


ſure that tended to ſettle and ſecure the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion in theſe Kingdoms; 


and particularly. in that great Event, that 
gave the finiſhing Hand to the Eſta- 


bliſhment of the preſent Illuſtrious Family; 
1 mean the Union of the Kingdoms: He 


not only in his Public Capacity promoted 


theſe Events, but in his Private ſupported 


them; and brought me up, and endea- 
voured to inſtil into my early Years, thoſe 
Principles of the Revolution, which had 
always been the Rule of his Actions. 


elt had been happy for me, my Lords, 
that I had always been influenced by his 


Precepts, and ated up to his Example: 
Yet 1 believe, upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry 


it will appear, that the whole Tenure of 


my Life, from my firſt entring into the 
World, till the unhappy Minute in which 
I was ſeduced to join 1n this Rebellion, has 
been agreeable to my Duty and Allegiance, 
and conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Loyalty, 


For the Truth of this, I need only q 


peal to the Manner in which I have educa- 
ted my Children; the Eldeſt of whom has 


the Honour to bear a Commiſſion under 
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[ 58 ] 
ble Majeſty, and has always behaved like 


a Gentleman. I brought him up in the 


true Principles of the Revolution, and an 


Abhorrence of Popery and Arbitrary: 
Power: His Behaviour is known to many 
of this Honourable Houſe, and therefore 
I take the Liberty to appeal to your Lord- 
ſhips, if it is poſfible that my Endeavours 
in his Education ſhould have been attended 
with ſuch Succeſs, if J had not myſelf been 
ſincere in thoſe Principles, and an Ene- 

my to thoſe Meaſures which have now in- 

volved me and my Family in Ruin: Had 
my Mind at that Time been tainted witn 
Diſloyalty and Diſaffection, I could not 
have diſſembled ſo cloſely from my o.]. 
Family, but ſome Tincture of it would 
have devolved to my Children. r 
„ have endeavoured as much as my G 
pacity or Intereſt would admit, to be ſer- 
viceable to the Crown on all Occaſions; 
and even at the breaking out of the Rebel. 
lion, I was ſo far from approving their 
Meaſures, or ſhewing the leaſt Proneneſs to 


promote beir unnatural Scheme; that by 


my Intereſt in Kilmarnock and Places ad- 
jacent, I prevented Numbers from joining 
them, and encouraged the Country 2s 5 
much as poſſible to continue firm to their,” 


Allegiance. - 
« When the unhappy Hour came, ih 


1 became a e lich was not gh after 
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the Battle of Preſton-Pans, I was far from 
being a Perſon of any Conſequence a- 


* mongſt them; I neither provided Arms, 
Nor raiſed a fingle Man for their Service; 

« whilſt I continued with them, I 3 
* voured to moderate their Cruelty; and was 
* happily inſtrumental in ſaving the Lives of 
many of his Majeſty's loyal Subjects. whom 
they un taken Priſoners; I aſſiſted the 
Sick and Wounded, and did all in my 


Power to make their Confinement tolerable. 
I had not been long with them before I 


ſaw my Error, and reflected with Horror 
on the Guilt of ſwerving from my Allegiance 
to the beſt of Sovereigns; the Diſhonour 
which reflected upon myſelf, and the fatal 
Ruin which it neceſſarily brought upon my 
Family. I then determined to leave them, 


| 5 and ſubmit myſelf to his Majeſty's Clemen- 
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cy; for that Purpoſe J ſepatated myſelf 
from my Corps at the Battle of "Culliden ; 
and ſtayed to ſurrender myſelf a Priſoner, 
though I had frequent Opportunities, and 
might have eſcaped with great Eaſe; for 
the Truth of which I append to the Perſon 
to whoqn I ſurrendered. 

ee Tt is with the utmoſt Abhosener and 


Deteſtation, I have ſeen a Letter from the 
French Court, preſuming to dictate to a 
Britiſh Monarch, the Manner he ſhould 
deal with his rebellious Subjects; I am not 


ſo much! in love with Life, nor ſo void ads 1 
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Senſe of Honour, as to expect it upon ſuch 
te an Interceſſion; 1 depend only upon the 
« merciful Interceflion of this , Honourable 
„ Houſe, 5 the! innate 9 of his As; . 
« But if, 105 Lords” 15 all I Has oiled? is 
«© not a ſufficient Motive to your Lordſhips to 
« induce you to employ your Intereſt with ö 
„ « his Majeſty, for his Royal Clemency in my 
J © Behalf, I ſhall lay down my Life with the 
j 7. utmoſt Reſignation; and my laſt Mo. 
«© ments ſhall be employed i in fervent Prayer 
<« for the Preſervation of the Illuſtrious Houſe 
* of Hanover, and the Peace and Profpetitye: 
«of; Great- Britain.” | 2 5 


The Earl of Kilmarnet's Speech beit end- TH 
ed, and he withdrawn from the Bar, my 
Lord Cromertie being asked by his Grace the 
Lord High Steward, if he had any Thing to 
offer in Arreſt of Judgment, delivered him- 
ſelf in the following Manner, but he was 
ſo low and faint, that he could be heard 
but by: a lag * | 


\ 
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HAVE now the Misfortune to appear 
before your Lordſhips, guilty of an Of 
fence of ſuch a Nature, as juſtly merits the 
* higheſt Indignation of his Majeſty, your 
Kane and the Public: : And it was 
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from a Conviction of my Guilt, that I did 
not preſume to troubie your Lordſhips with 
any Defence. As I have committed Trea- 
ſon, it is the laſt Thing I would attempt to 


« juſtify. My only Plea ſhall be your Lord- 


cc 
ce 


we 


«ſhips. Compaſſion; my only Refuge his 


Majeſty's Clemency. - Under this heavy 
Load of Affliction Ihave till the Satisfaction, 

my Lords, of hoping that my paſt Conduct 
before the breaking out of the Rebellion was 


irreproachable, as to my Attachment to the 
preſent happy. Eſtabliſhment both in Church 
and State: And, in Evidence of my Affec- 
: tion to the Government, upon the breaking 


out cf the Rebellion, I appeal to the then 
Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's Forces 
at Inverneſs, and to the Lord Preſident of 


the Court of Seffion in Scotland, who I am 
ſure will do Juſtice to my Conduct upon 
that Occaſion. But, my Lords, notwith- 
ſtanding my determined Reſolution in Fa- 
vour of the Goverment, I was unhappily 
ſeduced from that Loyalty in an unguarded 


Moment, by the Arts of deſperate and de- 


| ſigning Men, And it is notorious, my 


Lords, that no ſooner did I awake Fon 


that Deluſion, than I felt a Remorſe for my 

Departure from my Duty, but 1 it was then 

too late. 

Nothing, my Lords, remains, put to 

throw myſelf, my Life and Fortune, upon 

; PE 8 Compaſſion; but 1 i'd 
| cc or 3 


| 4. 

Ki Lords, as to myſelf, are the leaſt Part of my 
Suffering. I have involved an affectionate 
Wife with an unborn Infant, as Parties of 
my Gullt, to hare its Penalties; I have in- 
volved my eldeſt Son, hoſe Infancy, and 
Regard to his Parent, hurried him down 
* the Stream of Rebellion; 1 have involved 
alſo eight innocent Children, who muſt feel 
their Parent's Puniſhment, before they know _ 
« his Guilt. Let them, my Lords, be Pledges 
to his, Majeſty ; ; let them be. Pledges to your 
IT Lordſhips; . let them be Pledges to my 
Country for Mercy; let the filent Eloquence 
of their Grief and Tears, let the powerful 
Language of innocent Nature ſupply r 
want of Eloquence and Perſuaſion ; let me 

enjoy Mercy, no longer than I deſerve it ; 
and let me no longer enjoy Life than 1 ball. 
uſe it to deface the Crimes I have been guil- 
ty of...” When I thus intercede to his Maſe- 
ſty through the Mediation of your Lord- 
ſhips for Mercy, let my Remorſe for my 
| Guilt as a Subject, let the Sorrow of my 
Heart as a Husband, let the Anguiſh' off 
** of my Mind as a F ather, ſpeak the reſt of 
my Miſery. As your Lordſhips are. Men, 
feel as Men, but may none of you . ; 
* ſuffer the ſmalleſt Part of my Anguiſ. 
But if after all, my Lords, my Safety 

e ſhall be found. inconſiſtent with that of the 
Public, and nothing but my Blood can a- 
tone for my unhappy Crime : If the Sacri- 
fice of my Lite, my Fortune and Family, is 
« judged 
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ee judged indiſpenſably neceſſary for ſtopping 


<« the loud Demands of public Juſtice ; and if 
ce the bitter Cup is not to paſs from me, not 
* mine, but thy Will, O God, | be done.” 


My Lord Balmerino, being asked by the 


Lord High Steward, if he had any Thing to 


offer, why Sentence of Death ſhould not paſs 


upon him, moved an Arreſt of Judgment up- 


on this Plea ; that the Law required the In- 


dictment ſhould be found in the County, where 
the Facts are ſuppoſed to be committed; and 
that the preſent Indictment was found in the 
County of Surry, though the Facts were 
charged in other Counties; and therefore de- 
| fired he might be allowed Council to plead to 
the Point of Law, which he had thus offered 


to their Lordſhips, and accordingly Mr. Wil. 


braham and Mr. Forręſter were appointed 
Council for his Lordſhip : The Priſoners were 


then ordered back to the Tower, and to be- 


brought again on Friday. 


On Friday the Lords met as before, and the 


' Priſoners were brought to the Bar, when m 
Lord Balmerino was asked if he intended to 


proceed to argue Arreſt of Judgment, he had 


offered the Day before; his Lordſhip replied, 


that he had been ſince adviſed by his Coun- 


ci], that there was nothing in the Objection 


which he had offered ; that he begged Pardon 


of their Lordſhips for the Trouble which he 
had given the Houſe; and prayed them to 


_ uſe their Intereſt with his Majeſty for Mercy, 


On 


[64] 
on whoſe Royal Clemency he caſt himſelf 
for Safety. 
The Three Lords were then 8 asked, 
if they had any Thing to offer why Sentence 
of Death ſhould not paſs upon them, they 
each anſwering in the Negative: The Lord 
High Steward addreſſed himſelf to them, and 
after ſetting forth the Nature and H ienouſneſs 
of their Crimes, proceeded to pronounce the 
following Sentence, 7 
Wat you William, Earl of Kilmarnock, 
George, Earl of Cromertie, and Arthur, Lord 
Balmerino, return to the Priſon of the Tower, 
from whence you came; from thence you muſt be 
drawn to the Place of Execution; when you 
come there, you muſt be hanged by the Neck, 
but not till you be dead; for you muſt be cut 
down alive; then your Bowels muſt be taken ut, 
and burnt before your Faces ; then your H ads 
mut be ſevered from Bodies, and each of your 
Bodies divided into Four Quarters, and thel 
muſt be at the King's Diſpoſal, and God Al- 
mighty be merciful | to your Souls. 
| This . dreadful Solemnity being over, the 
18 +» Priſoners were taken from the Bar: The Ser- 
Wl. | jeant at Arms after Three O Yes's, command- 
ed Silence in his Majeſty's Name, under Pain 
of Impriſonment: The Lord High Steward 
ſtood up uncovered, and declared to the 
Houſe, there was nothing more to be done in 
Virtue of this Commiſſion, broke the Staff, 


and declared the Commiſfion diſſolved; Then 
coming 
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coming down from the Chair to the Wol- 
packs, he aſked their Lordſhips, if it was their 


Pleaſure to adjourn to the Chamber of Par- 


liament, which the Lords agreeing to, they 


returned in the ſame Order of Proceflion in 
which they came, the State only excepted, 
The Lords Priſoners after taking Part of a 
cold Collation prepared for them, were con- 
ducted to their Coaches, the Axe being now 
carried with the Edge towards them, as they 


proceeded to the Tower. They til} preſerved 


their Countenances, not betraying the leaſt 


Signs of Dejection, and the Mob behaved 


with great Decency. 

On the 18th of Augu/?, 1746, about fix in 
the Morning, a Thouſand of the Foot-Guards, 
a Troop of Life-Guards, and one of Horſe- 


SGrenadier Guards, marched through the City to 


Tower Hill, to attend the Execution of the 
two Rebel Lords; and the ſame Morning the 
Sheriffs of the City (with their Officers, and the 
Executioner) 45 from the Mitre Tavern in 
Fenchurch ſrtet, to the Houte hired by them 
on Tower Hill for the {aid Lords. 

At ten o'Clock the Block was fixed on the 


Stage; ſoon after, their Coffins were brought, 


covered with black Cloth, with gilt Nails, &c. 
On that for the Earl of Kilmarnock was a Plate 
with this Inſcription, Gulielmus Comes de Kil- 
marnock, decollatus 18 Auguſit, 1746, tat. 


fue 42, with an Earl's Coronet ovet it, and fix 


Coronets over the ſix Handles; and on that 
1 for 
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for Lord Balmerino was a Plate with this In- 
{cription, Arthurus Dominus de Balmerino, decol- 
latus 18 Auguſti 1746, tat. ſue 58, with a 
Baron's Coronet over it, and fix others over the 
fix Handles, 

At half an Hour after Ten the Sheriffs went 
to the Tower, and after knocking ſome Time 
at the Gate, they were admitted, and the Pri- 

ſoners, on their giving a Receipt, were delivered 
— them ; and ſoon after the Proceſſion appear. 
ed in the following Order. 1. The Conſta- 
bles of the Tower Hamlets. 2, The Knight- 
Marſhal's Men and Tipſtaves. 3. The She- 
riff's Officers, 4. The Priſoners attended by 
their Chaplains, and the two Sheriffs. 5. The 
Tower Warders. 6. A Guard of Muſqueteers, 
7. Two Hearſes and a Mourning Coach. 

When the Proceſſion had * * through the 
Lines into the Area of the Circle, the Paſſage 
was cloſed, and the Horſe that were in the 
Rear of the Foot on the Lines wheeled off, and 
drew up five deep behind the Foot, on the 
South Side of the Hill facing the Scaffold, The 
Lords were conducted to the Houſe facing the 
Entrance on the Scaffold, where they ſpent 
about an Hour; and at half an Hour after 
eleven o'Clock, the Earl of Kilmarnock, with 
the Sheriffs, Mr. Foſter, the Divine who attend- 
ed him, and ſome other Gentlemen came up- 
on the Scaffold: His Lordſhip was dreſſed in 
Black, and having ſpent a little Time in De- 
votion, he took the Bag from his Hair, and 
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by the Help of his Gentleman pulled off his 
Coat and Neckcloth, and put on a Cap made 
of a Damask Napkin; after which he ſpoke to 
the Executioner, who was dreſſed in White, 
and ſaluted his Friends: His Hair ſeeming to 
be in the Way, he put it under his Cap, and his 
Shirt and Neck of his Waiſtcoat were tucked 
in; after which he knelt down at the Block, 
on a black Cuſhion, and laid down his Head, 
and raiſed it again five ſeveral Times ; then 
the Cap being drawn over his Eyes, (a large 
Piece of Scarlet Cloth being held under the 
Block to catch the Head in) he laid down his 
Head, and in about five Minutes gave the Sig- 
nal, and the Executioner at one Blow ſevered 
his Head from his Body, except a ſmall Piece 
of Skin, which was immediately cut off, wrap- 
ped in the Scarlet Cloth, and the Body put in- 
to the Coffin. He behaved on the Scaffold 
with great Decency, but was weak in Body, 
having been indiſpoſed for ſome Days paſt : 
He was very penitent, and appeared in every 
reſpect melancholly at his unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, notwithſtanding he bore his Death 
with the Conduct and Reſolution of a Man. 
As ſoon as the Scaffold was cleared from the 
Blood of the executed Lord, the Sheriffs went 
for the Lord Balmerino, who ſoon came upon 
the Stage, dreſſed in his Regimentals, a blue 
Coat turned up with red, with Braſs Buttons, 
and a Tye-Wig, with the Air of a Man going 
to a Wedding; he read the Inſcription on his 
| _ 


> ant 
Coffin, and afterwards read a Paper to the She- 
riffs, by which he cleared himſelf from being 


of the Council that propoſed the maſſacreing 


of all the Engli/b Priſoners, which he delivered 


to them, — for ſome Time walked about 


talking, ſeemingly under very little Concern ; 
he enquired after his Hearſe, and asked for the 
Warder of the Tower, to whom he gave his 
Wig, and ſome Money ; he then pulled off 
his Coat, and laid it on his Coffin, put on a 


Cap made of Scorch Plad, and took up the 


Axe and felt of it, then called for the Execu- 


tioner, and talked to him ſome Time, during 
which he gave him Directions how to perform 


the Execution, and in about two Minutes af- 
ter pulled off his Waiſtcoat, tucked down his 
Shirt, and knelt down on the wrong Side of 
the Block, of which he being informed, got i 


up again, and went to the other Side, and lay- 


ing down his Head, gave the Executioner the 
Signal before he was prepared to receive it: 
| He received three Blows, the firſt partly on his BY 
Shoulders, the ſecond went about two Thirds 
through his Neck (on which the Lord fell 
down) and being immediately raiſed, a third 
Blow took off his Head, a Shak Cloth re- 
ceiving it, as it did the other, and the Body 
being put into the Coffin, they were both bu- 


Tied in the Tower : He did not appear ſo calm 


and ſedate as the Earl of Kilmarnock, but be- 
haved upon the Scaffold with the ſame Heat 


and A he 1 acted 2 ö 
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